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Let us introduce 
ourselves
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Madison Minutes is...
Newsletter-first
Our email newsletters meet readers where they are — 
instead of waiting for them to stumble across our website. 
We feature a mix of original and aggregated journalism. 
We check dozens of sources each morning so you don’t 
have to.

Backed by Google and Facebook
We were selected to join the beta launch of Facebook 
Bulletin as well as the Google News Initiative Startups 
Bootcamp.

Listening to our audience
People deserve to be heard. We’re always checking in 
with our audiences to see how we can do better.

Madison Minutes is written by Sam Hoisington and 
Hayley Sperling. Our experience includes work at a 
variety of newsrooms, including NPR, Vox, The Chronicle 
of Higher Education, Wisconsin Public Media, and 
Wisconsin Watch.

— Sam and Hayley
Co-Founders, Madison Minutes



About our audience
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They represent all of 
Madison.
We’re popular with every age 
demographic in Madison — 
including young people. 

They love Madison Minutes.
97% of new subscribers say 
they’d recommend us to a 
friend just two weeks after 
subscribing. 

And it’s growing quickly.
We’re adding 200-300 new 
email subscribers each week. 
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Age and gender 
breakdowns
The Madison Minutes audience 
spans all age groups and is 
especially popular among 
women. We regularly keep 
in contact with our readers to 
make sure we’re staying in 
touch with their needs.



Our products
Morning Updates
Madison Minutes produces a daily morning 
newsletter (sent Monday-Friday). Our news 
update is a skimmable, comprehensive 
guide to Madison news. We dig through 
dozens of sources each morning to provide a 
comprehensive look at the day’s news and top 
stories.

Events newsletter
In addition to our morning update newsletter, 
Madison Minutes produces and distributes a 
weekly events newsletter that has details on 
anywhere from 30 to 60 local events. Events 
newsletters are sent Sundays.

Current 
email list & 
projections

46%
Open rate

42%
Open rate

Our current email list is just 
under 5,000 subscribers.

Projected growth puts our 
email list between 22,267 
and 37,022 subscribers one 
year from now. 



Advertising with us

Our advertising products are...

What we can offer you

We know that one size doesn’t fit all when it comes to advertising. We’re happy to 
work with you to custumize a package that works best for you and your business. 

Sponsored articles: Build real and lasting 
relationships with our audience with a branded 
content series. We provide industry-specific 
articles related to your business and publish them 
on our platforms with your branding. Industry 
exclusivity is guaranteed.

Sponsored briefs: Seamlessly integrate with 
the content that our readers love by partnering 
with Madison Minutes on sponsored briefs. Briefs 
typically consist of a headline and several bullet 
points of additional information — similar to how 
our news updates are written. Many formats can 
be accommodated, including images.

Events newsletter banner advertisments: 
Make your brand the first thing readers see when 
they open our weekly events newsletter, which 
has an open rate of 46%.

Sponsored email blasts: Send standalone 
emails that go to our entire list. The number of 
messages available each month is limited, but 
this can be paired with longer-running sponsored 
briefs.

Social media posts: Want to make your 
message go the extra mile? This can be 
purchased as an add-on to other packages.

Looking for more? We’re always happy to work 
with you business to create an individualized 
branding experience.
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Exclusive.
We will only work with a 
small number brand-aligned 
advertisers this year. 
 

Premium.
We create custom brand 
campaigns specific to your 
brand. No cookie cutter ads 
here. 
 

For brands that have 
something to say.
You have something to share on 
a regular basis. You want to sell 
your values in addition to your 
products and services. 
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What people are saying
Our subscribers are our biggest cheerleaders. Here’s a sample of what 
they have to say about Madison Minutes.

“It’s a great mix of local news and events without 
being too much. Please let us know how we can 
support it and keep it going!” — Dave C.

“It has been one of the best ways to get quick 
information about what’s happening in the 
community.” — Maija I.

“A few weeks back I sent the newsletter to my team of 
30 ...  I love it!” — Corinne M.

“A great read to start my day with a cup of coffee. 
Also, the event section is clutch. So many things 
going on that I had no clue about.” — Chris K.

“It’s one of the few things I actually manage to read 
pretty much every day. I think you’re doing a good job 
getting the balance of ‘brevity’ and ‘enough context’ 
right.” — Valerie H.

“Been looking for something like this to give me local 
news in a digestible format for a while so thanks!” 
— Diane B.


